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pital de Clínicas in Porto Alegre in 1980, and other hospitals.
He also acted as Head of Orthopedics at the Toronto Western 
Hospital between 1976 and 1985. During this period, many 
Brazilian orthopedists trained with him: Dr. Francisco Cafalli, Dr. 
Yoshiki Okumura, Dr. L.R. Marczyk, Dr. Osmar P.A. de Camargo, 
Dr. João Ellera Gomes, Dr. Jaime Wageck, Dr. Paulo Roquete 
and many others.
In September 1981, in the city of Rio de Janeiro, he was 
one of the founders of the Brazilian Society of Arthroscopy, 
together with Dr. Watanabe. Both of them received the honor 
of being our patrons.
In 1982, he became Titular Professor of the Department of 
Surgery of the University of Toronto and was nominated as Head 
of the Orthopedic and Arthritic Hospital of Toronto. He took up 
the position in 1985 and stayed until 1991, when he moved to 
the United States because he had been nominated Head of Or-
thopedics at Baylor University Medical Center, in Dallas, where 
he was also Professor of Surgery at the University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical Center.
Over the course of his life, Dr. Jackson received numerous 
awards and honors, including titles such as Officer of the Order 
of Canada (1997) and membership of the Orders of the Olympic 
Committee (1997) and Paralympic Committee (2005). He was 
also nominated for the Hall of Fame of the American Orthopa-
edic Society for Sports Medicine (AOSSM).
In 1994, he was honored by the magazine Sports Illustra-
ted as one of the 40 individuals who had most advanced and 
most strongly influenced the sports that they practiced, and as 
the individual who had introduced arthroscopic surgery to the 
Western world.
Dr. Jackson lived a full life, 
with generosity and altruism. 
He leaves his wife Marilyn, to 
whom he was married for 49 
years, and five children, along 
with eight grandchildren. He 
also leaves countless friends, 
not only in Canada but also in 
many other places, including 
here in Brazil. He was always 
greatly respected and loved 
by innumerable colleagues 
from all around the world to 
whom he trained, educated, 
guided and taught the princi-
ples and foundations of arthroscopy and videoarthroscopy.
In reality, Dr. Robert W. Jackson has left an incomparable 
legacy of competence, benevolence, decency and, especially, 
love of life. His loss will be profoundly lamented by many. The 
field of arthroscopy worldwide and in Brazil, Paralympic medi-
cine and sports medicine will never forget this great man and 
great friend.
Dr. Luiz Roberto Stigler Marczyk
Dr. Osmar Pedro Arbix de Camargo
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IN MEMORIAM
Great sadness among sports medicine arthrosco-
pists and arthroscopists involved in sports medicine 
for physically disabled individuals
The Canadian physician Dr. Robert Wilson Jackson passed 
away on January 6, 2010, at the age of 77 years. He was the 
Western pioneer in the field of arthroscopy and was also the 
patron of the Brazilian Society of Arthroscopy.
Dr. Jackson was respected and admired for his integrity, 
decency and humble attitudes, as well as for his sharp in-
telligence and generosity. A physician in the full expression 
of the word, he loved his work as an orthopedist and sports 
physician, and he was very proud of his athletes with and 
without physical disabilities.
It was Dr. Jackson who started off sports events for wheel-
chair users in 1966, when he sent a small team to represent 
Canada in the Stoke Mandeville Games, in England. He was 
the physician for several teams, including wheelchair baske-
tball team Coasters Wheel Chair, the soccer team Toronto 
Blizzard, the American basketball team Dallas Mavericks and, 
for 26 years, his beloved Toronto Argonauts. In his opinion, 
there was no better American football team in the world.
After studying at the Preparatory School for the University 
of Toronto, Robert W. Jackson graduated in medicine from 
the same university in 1956. His training included extensive 
postgraduate studies in orthopedics, with a residence pro-
gram in Toronto and a research bursary in the Massachusetts 
General Hospital, in Boston.
Bob, as he was known to his friends, married Marilyn in 
1961 and they went to live in England, where he worked at 
the Royal national Orthopaedic Hospital.
In 1963, he became a member of the Royal College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of Canada, and an honorary mem-
ber of both the Royal College of Surgeons of England and the 
Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh.
After receiving a research travel bursary from the McLau-
ghlin Centre, he conducted advanced studies on arthroscopy 
in Japan, where he got to know and worked with Dr. Masaki 
Watanabe.
On his return from Japan, he dedicated a large propor-
tion of his life to introducing and disseminating the use of 
arthroscopy in the Western world. He achieved this while 
working in his native city, Toronto, and traveling around the 
world, giving classes and speeches, and organizing courses 
and congresses, etc. Over the course of his travels, he always 
spread and taught the technique that he had learned with 
Dr. Watanabe, and thus became the best known specialist in 
arthroscopy worldwide.
He traveled to many countries. In Brazil, he visited São 
Paulo for the first time in 1974, at the invitation of Dr. Plínio 
de Souza Dias, in Hospital do Servidor Público Estadual de 
São Paulo. Later on, he also visited Santa Casa de Misericórdia 
(Pavilhão Fernandinho Simonsen) in São Paulo in 1980, Hos-
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